Reference: APP/Z2830/A/112165035
Appeal by Broadview Energy Developments Ltd, Spring Farm Ridge.

Witness: Roger Miles, 3 Cross Lane, Helmdon, NN13 5QL
(Please note that I cannot attend on Friday 18th May)
Statement
I have been the Helmdon Parish Paths Warden since October 2006. I liaise
regularly with the Greatworth PPW and am familiar with the footpaths and
bridleways that would be impacted most severely by this development. Rights
of way and proposed turbine locations are shown on the map attached as
Appendix 1.
These paths run through a very attractive, undulating rural landscape and join
with other excellent paths. Walkers of varying abilities can and do enjoy a
wide range of circular walks in open countryside with gentle slopes and
excellent views. Path AN10 through the site is a vital link to other paths but its
amenity value would be destroyed by this development.
Equally, Path AN10 is a vital direct footpath link between the villages of
Helmdon and Greatworth and as such is an essential alternative for
pedestrians to the extremely dangerous B4525 road. As the costs of motoring
seem set to continue to rise, this safe and direct link will become more and
more valuable.
Another serious problem is that the turbines would dominate the views from
many other paths. Well-used routes from Helmdon to Stuchbury (AP13, 14 to
AN15, 16 and bridleway AP15/AN32) will suffer a dramatic loss of amenity
across the intimate valley (see Helmdon Circular Walk No.2 at Appendix 2).
Please consider that your assessment of the amenity loss from this
development must include these fine walks. Particularly the circular routes,
beginning from Priory Farm (on AP13), and going out along the side of the
valley to Stuchbury (See Helmdon Stuchbury and Greatworth Windfarm Action
Group Photomontage Packs A and B, View 7). These excellent walks will
have the turbines in close, full view throughout. The development will be very
intrusive on this landscape.
Northants County Council have invested in new bridges, stiles and gates to
improve the accessibility of these and many of our other paths, because of
their amenity value for the local communities. They are also aware that many
informal and organised groups (eg Ramblers, WI groups) often travel to walk
here. Recently a National Railway Heritage walking group used the paths
through the site.
Could walkers go elsewhere? Well yes, they do go east from Helmdon but the
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good, elevated routes around Astwell Park begin too far out for many walkers.
All the western paths which would be damaged by this development actually
begin with two routes from opposite Helmdon School; thus these paths are
much more accessible to all ages and levels of fitness.
Thinking of the wider community, I must also urge you to consider the harm
this development would do to the regular Health Walks from both Helmdon
and Greatworth. These weekly walks are organised by trained volunteers,
supported locally by South Northants Council and are run under a scheme set
up initially by Natural England and the British Heart Foundation, now
sponsored by Macmillan Cancer Care (see Appendix 3).
Every Thursday a Helmdon Health Walk group enjoys a sociable, safe way
to take regular exercise in the country; single women and others lacking
confidence to walk far afield alone are especially appreciative of these walks.
In the summer there are also longer evening walks on Mondays.
The leaders of the Health Walks need all the paths in this area, but particularly
AN10, in order to plan good, varied routes for the regular walkers.
As the records show, we average about 15 walkers each time, drawn from a
pool of about 40 that includes regulars from Brackley and further away.
Recently, March 22nd was a fine day and a group of 26 used AN10.
Furthermore I invite you to note that in 2011 over 50 group walks included 9
through the proposed development site on AN10.
During the construction of this development, path AN10 would not be viable
and thereafter not good for walking, especially because of the positioning of
the site access roads. Thus a significant proportion of the routes for our Health
Walks will be lost.
Frankly we will not be able to continue with the frequency and variety of walks
for this locally and nationally valued activity, if this development is allowed.
The amenity loss evidence against this proposal is compelling; but we walkers
are not NIMBYs. When the Blackpits Barn waste recycling centre was set up
there was an agreed diversion of path AP20. Recently we worked
constructively with the owner of the “Tanks a Lot” business to agree a
diversion of AN10 to achieve better separation of moving tanks from walkers.
That gain would be rendered futile by these turbines being put in the wrong
place.

(710 words)
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APPENDIX 1

Image produced from the Ordnance Survey Get-a-map service.
Image reproduced by kind permission of Ordnance Survey
and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland.
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APPENDIX 2
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