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Wind turbines and public safety. 

 

Broadview summarise their dissertation on Health and Safety with the statement “effects on public safety 

..are considered to be Negligible and not Significant”. 

No accident statistics are given to back up this claim. 

 

I contend that the statement is untrue. The possible risks (the chances of injury) may be relatively small but 

they are Very Significant. 

 

The premise for this stated policy, seemingly common in the industry, is that to date there is no recorded 

incident of anyone having been injured or killed so turbines must be safe. 

 

This is false logic. It simply means that such a tragedy has not happened yet. 

 

The Internet is a source of much information relating to wind turbine malfunction. The most prolific website 

is that operated by the Caithness Windfarm Information Forum (CWIF) who has logged incidents over 

many years. As of 31 March 2012, they record 234 incidents of blade failure and 34 incidents of “ice throw”. 

In Germany blade failure resulting in pieces 20 metres long flying over 150 metres and pieces 7metres in 

length over 200 metres. Debris has been recorded over 1.3 Km away and have been thrown over public 

roads and through brick walls. These recorded incidents will be the tip of the iceberg. Only when the public 

is involved will anything be known. The industry is not talking. I have tried to get information from 

manufacturers and insurers in respect of blade failure – they refuse to talk – a sure sign that all is not well. 

 

In the UK later recorded incidents include the following: 

March 2009   Lincolnshire  Blade hub failure 

March 2010  Renfrewshire  Blade snapped off. 

Dec     2011  Shetland  Blades and masts broken. 

Jan      2012  Derbyshire  Blades snapped off. 

    Rhue Stoer  Blade failure. 

Huddersfield  Blade failure. 

 



 

 

A look at www.auchencorth.org.uk/documents yields a list of European failures. An extract is attached. The 

majority of failures are in Germany because they have a large number of turbines. The message is clear – 

these machines fail with alarming frequency despite what the industry would have you believe. 

 

The problem is that the turbines look so benign revolving gently against the sky. But consider: Rotating at 

15 r.p.m the tip speed of such blades is 150 m.p.h. Typically blades weigh around 8 tonnes each and the 

rotor hub assembly 41 tonnes. This represents a lot of pent up energy even before they overspeed in high 

winds. 

 

The technological envelope is being pushed as blades get larger. Manufacturers are wrestling with new 

materials and trying to improve fabrication techniques in an effort to make the blades sufficiently accurate, 

bigger and lighter but as cheap as possible. In such an environment safety cannot be guaranteed. On these 

new larger blades we have yet to see the effect of factors such as age, weather (including lightning strike) 

and fatigue. 

 

Also remember the worst accidents happen when the safety systems fail – and they do. 

 

In many other countries exclusion zones have been mandated to protect the public. Until the industry can 

guarantee safety, which is years away (perhaps never), we should do the same. Where countries have 

such a limit 1.5 Km is the norm. 

 

Consider what is within 1.5 Km of these machines, at this proposed site at Spring Farm Ridge, the danger 

is obvious:  

The whole of Greatworth, part of Helmdon (including the school), numerous other dwellings, a 4 km section 

of the busy and dangerous B4525, and around 19 km. of footpaths and bridleway are all at risk. 

 

It also seems that members of the public are going to drive military vehicles around the turbines. You really 

could not make it up. 

 

Please stop this madness before someone is seriously hurt or killed.  

 

Attached: one page extract from auchencorth data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.auchencorth.org.uk/documents


 

 

 

 

     


