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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A WIND FARM COMPRISING THE ERECTION OF FIVE
WIND TURBINES PLUS UNDERGROUND CABLING, METEOROLOGICAL MAST, ACCESS
TRACKS, CONTROL BUILDING, TEMPORARY SITE COMPOUND AND ANCILLARY
DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDES ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT) AT SPRING FARM RIDGE,
GREATWORTH
IN THE MATTER OF A PLANNING APPEAL UNDER S.78 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
ACT 1990

BETWEEN:

BROADVIEW ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS LTD
Appellant
-and-

SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
Respondent

PLANNING INSPECTORATE REFERENCE: APP/Z2830/A/11/2165035

SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL REFERENCE: S/2010/1437/MAF
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Richard Hall - Employment History and Professional Experience

I have been continuously employed by Northamptonshire County Council since May
2005 and before that, continuously employed by Bedfordshire County Council since
August 1990. During this time | have been responsible for the Public Rights of Way
(PROW) function of these Local Highway Authorities (LHAs) and managed teams
responsible for the Definitive Map and Statement, Access Development and

Maintenance/Enforcement.

| represented both councils in their capacity as LHA in the planning process between
1993 and 2007, responding to planning applications that affected PROW, and

representing the LHA at Public Inquiries.

| have also represented both LHAs at Local Public Inquires and Hearings as well as in
the Magistrates’ Court, in relation to Rights of Way and Definitive Map matters. |
appeared as the PROW witness at the Barnwell Manor Wind Farm Appeal
(APP/G2815/A/11/2156757) where | presented views consistent with this proof of

evidence in relation to turbine distances from PROW.

| currently hold the post of Principal Engineer, Development Management. However
at the time of consultation to application S/2010/1437/MAF | was the line manager to

the Officer accountable for planning responses.
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From: Carla Boswell [mailto:CBoswell@northamptonshire.gov.uk];

Sent: 5/9/2011 5:58:42 PM

To: Mick Tilley [mailto:MTilley@northamptonshire.gov.uk]; Warren, Michacl

[mailto:Michael. Warren@SouthNorthants.gov.uk |; Birkett, Robert [ mailto:RBirkett@mgwsp.co.uk];
Subject: RE: Helmdon/Greatworth - Spring Farm - Proposal: 5 wind turbines (App ref S/2010/1437/MAF)

Please find comments below from Northamptonshire County Council Rights of Way Service with regards to the above
planning application and a working copy of the Definitive map. Please can you send confirmation receipt of this email.

Rights of Way - FOOTPATHS AN8, AN9, AN10 & BYWAY AN36
BRIDLEWAYS AN37 AND AN32/AP15 INDIRECTLY
Thank you for your consultation regarding the above planning application from South Northamptonshire Council.

Northamptenshire County Council Rights of Way section has concerns to the application and would like to make the
following comments in respec! of Public Rights of Way. This response is without prejudice to any response from
Northamptonshire County Council Development Liaison Team in the same way theirs is without prejudice to this one.

There are Public Rights of Way, Footpaths AN8, AN9, AN10 & Byway AN36 , recistered on the Definitive Map (2005)
within and surrounding the proposed development, please see attached extract from the definitive map.

The main concern is the Byway AM36 runs between two turbines and is quite central lo the wind farm site. This has
wider implicatons to the bridieway network as a major connections to the Bridleways AN14, AN32 and AN37 in the
surrounding area as recreational riding routes. Therefore we should impose the same restrictions as a minimum
distance of 200m from Bridleways and Byways and that they should not cut through a wind farm site, thus resulting in
a sub standard route.

The Turbine distance map demonstrates, that this distance is almost achieved for the byway, however because the
byway sits between two turbines, which is not really acceptable for horse riders as there is no other way round for the
Horse riders. Either one of these turbine should be moved, removed or divert the Byway, neither may be practically
possible and so | would ask what contributions the developer has in mind to mitigate the loss of the bridleway nelwork
in the area?

Alternatively having permissive bridleway routes and a signage stretegy around the turbines, for the duration of the
wind farm, may be considered if no other options is available but this is subject to landowner consent and 8HS
consultation. [deally we do not wish to see horse rding routes going througn wind farm sites, but around them is the
next best comprom se.

Ideally the footpaths should all be at least height distance from each turbine, in this instance 125m, and as the
mapping shows this is not the case for AN9, and AN10. Again asking what contributions the applicant would consider
in mitigating the impact of walkers experience of the countryside from the developmenl of the wind turbines? We
would |ike to seek access improvements where stiles can be replaced with either gap, hand gate or kissing gate in
order or preference and depending on land use around the turbines.

There is also the added complication of the planning application S/2010/1117/FUL -SPRING FARM and problems of
AN10 from use of tanks obstructing the right of way and posing a danger to the public. If this footpath is diverted from
{he use at Spring Farm, this may affect the distances from the turbines but | cannot confirm that anything has been
agreed yet so | do not know the details but it is an issue that needs considering in this application.

Once all these issues have been ironed out, the standard requirements must be adhered to as stated below.

With respect! to consiruction works to be carried out in close proximity to and using Public Rights of Way as access,
please note the following standard requirements:-

Cont’d...




e The routes must be kept clear, unobstructed, safe for users, and no structures or material placed on the right
of way at all times, it is an offence to obstruct the highway under s36 HA 1980.

+ There must be no interference or damage to the surface of the right of way as a result of the construction.
Any damage to the surface of the path must be made good by the applicant, specifications for any repair or
surfacing work must be approved by this office, under 5131 HA1980.

= Asaresult of the development all of the affected Right of Way, Footpaths AN8, AN9, AN10 & Byway AN36
need to be closed by applying for a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for public safety during construction
phase. An Application form for such an order is available from Northamptonshire County Council website, a
fee is payable for this service and a period of six weeks notice is required. Please follow the link below:

development Officer, standard examples can be provided.
Diversion Orders
Conditions; -

Prior to the commencement of works affecting any existing public right of way full details of any
enhancement, improvement, diversion or closure shall be submitted to and gain the approval of the
local planning authority.

Suggested Notes: -

1. No works affecting any existing public right of way may commence without the express written
permission of the highway &uthority’s Rights of Way team.

2. The developer is reminded to apply to the local planning authority for any proposed diversion of a
right of way under section 257 of the Town and Country Planning act 1990 required to facilitate the
development of Spring Farm Ridge Wind Farm. The alternative route for such a diversion must be
agreed with the highway authority’s Rights of Way team and be available for public use prior to the
closure of any existing route.

Northamptonshire County Council Rights of Way team is available and preferably required for the
involvement, guidance and consultation at all stages of the diversion orders as necessary

This response s without prejudice to any Public Right of Way which may exist across the site bul whose presence is
not recorded on the County Council's Defintive Map anc¢ Statement.

Should you require any further information regarding these comments then please do not hesitate to contact me on
he details below.

vany thanks

3est regards

arla Boswell

\ccess Development Officer
Jorthamptonshire County Council

lighways, Transport & Infrastructure
tiverside House
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Appendix 3.2.6  Extract from the Definitive Map and Statement (2010)

To be made available and displayed at the Inquiry
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